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SUBJECT: JOLO CITY DESTROYED IN MUSLIM REBEL ATTACK 

SUMMARY. ON FOURTH DAY OF MAJOR OFFENSIVE BY PHIL MILITARY 
AGAINST MUSLIM REBELS ON JOLO ISLAND, REBELS LAUNCHED 
DIVERSIONARY ATTACK ON JOLO AIRPORT ON FEB 7. BOTH SIDES 
APPEAR TO HAVE TAKEN HEAVY LOSSES, AT LEAST FIVE GOP 
AIRCRAFT WERE DESTROYED OR DAMAGED AND MOST OF PROVINCE 
CAPITAL WAS GUTTED BY FIRE. PHIL MILITARY NOW CONTROL 
AIRPORT AND CHARRED CITY BUT ARE FACED WITH CARING FOR 
LARGE NUMBER OF REFUGEES AND CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AND 
CONTINUING PROBLEM OF DEALING WITH REBELS. OTHER AREAS OF 
SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES ARE TENSE FROM FEAR REBELS MAY ATTACK 
ELSEWHERE. GOVT APPEARS TO BE RETURNING TO MILITARY 
APPROACH TO MUSLIM REBELS, AND RELATIVELY SUCCESSFUL 
"POLICY OF ATTRACTION" IN SOWESCOM AREA SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
PUT ON BACK BURNER FOR THE MOMENT. END SUMMARY. 
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1. MOST SERIOUS FIGHTING YET BETWEEN GOVT FORCES AND MUSLIM 
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REBELS IN SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES HAS OCCURRED IN JOLO CITY, 

THE CAPITAL OF SULU PROVINCE. WHILE PICTURE STILL INCOMPLETE, 
FOLLOWING APPEARS TO BE THE PROGRESSION OF RECENT EVENTS: 

A) IN JANUARY, ARMED FORCES OF PHILS (AFP) BEGAN 
INCREASING THEIR FORCES ON JOLO ISLAND IN PREPARATION FOR 
MAJOR OFFENSIVE AGAINST ESTIMATED TWO THOUSAND ARMED REBELS 
BELONGING TO MORO NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (MNLF). ALSO 

IN JANUARY, MNLF GROUP TOOK OVER SEVERAL SMALL TOWNS IN 
SOUTHERN JOLO CONTROLLED BY LARGE GROUP OF FORMER REBELS 
WHO SPLIT OFF FROM MNLF AND AGREED TO COOPERATE WITH GOP IN 
DECEMBER (SEE MANILA 1740). 

B) IN LATE JANUARY, MNLF REBELS BEGAN TO HARASS AFP 
UNITS AT JOLO CITY AIRPORT WITH MORTAR FIRE. PHIL AIR 

FORCE WAS FORCED TO REMOVE AIRCRAFT FROM JOLO TO ZAMBOANGA. 

C) ON FEB 4 AFP FORCES LANDED ON SOUTH COAST OF JOLO 

IN ATTEMPT TO RETAKE SEVERAL MNLF CONTROLLED MUNICIPALITIES. 

D) ON AFTERNOON OF FEB 7. REBELS ATTACKED PHIL ARMY 
UNITS DEFENDING AIRPORT. REBELS ALMOST SUCCEEDED IN TAKING 
ARMY 4TH BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS LOCATED IN NOTRE DAME COL¬ 
LEGE COMPLEX AT AIRPORT BUT WERE REPELLED WITH AFP LOSING 
19 KILLED AND REBELS 21, ACCORDING TO FRAGMENTARY REPORTS. 
AIRPORT WAS CLOSED AS RESULT FIGHTING. PHIL MILITARY 
SOURCES IN ZAMBOANGA CITY TOLD AN AMERICAN OBSERVER THAT 
AIRPORT HAD BEEN "LOST" TWICE AND RETAKEN FROM REBELS 
BETWEEN FEB 7 AND 9. GOVT REINFORCEMENTS WERE LANDED AND 
FOUGHT THROUGH TOWN TO AIRPORT. AFP LOST ONE F-86 AND 
FOUR HELICOPTERS WERE SEVERELY DAMAGED. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THAT AFP HAS SINCE KEPT CONTROL OF AIRPORT AND DRIVEN 
MOST REBELS FROM CITY. DEFENSE SECRETARY ENRILE AND AFP 
CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL ESPINO VISITED JOLO CITY ON FEB 11. 

E) AS FIGHT FOR AIRPORT PROCEEDED, MORTAR ROUNDS AND 
HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FIGHTING TOUCHED OFF SMALL FIRES IN TINDER- 
BOX JOLO CITY. NAPALM WAS DROPPED BY PHIL AIR FORCE AND 
MAY HAVE ADDED TO FIRE, WHICH QUICKLY DESTROYED MOST OF 
THE TOWN. GOVT OFFICIALS HAVE CLAIMED THAT REBELS SET 
TORCH TO CITY. 

F) CHIEF OF POLICE. WHOSE FORCES REPORTEDLY FIRED IN 

AIR RATHER THAN AGAINST REBELS, IS UNDER ARREST. ENRILE TOLD 
FOREIGN PRESS FEB 12 THAT JOLO CITY MAYOR BARLIE ABUBAKAR 
LEFT CITY WITH SOME OF HIS POLICE AND RETREATING REBELS AND 
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IS BEING SOUGHT BY AFP. ABUBAKAR'S SON, NIZZAM, MAY HAVE 
DIED LEADING THE MNLF ATTACK. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO CLEAR ESTIMATE OF NUMBER OF CASUALTIES. 

WE ASSUME THAT INTENSITY OF FIGHTING AND BURNING OF CITY 
RESULTED IN LARGE NUMBER OF MILITARY AND CIVILIAN CASUALTIES. 

3. FIGHTING HAS PRODUCED MANY HOMELESS REFUGEES. AFP 
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INTELLIGENCE CHIEF GENERAL PAZ TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER FEB 13 
THAT 40,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN MADE HOMELESS IN JOLO CITY. 

GOVT RELIEF OFFICIALS REPORT THAT BY FEB 10 SOME 6,000 
REFUGEES HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED BY COAST GUARD BOATS TO 
ZAMBOANGA CITY AND MORE HAVE PRESUMABLY BEEN MOVED SINCE. 
THESE ADD TO 18,000 REFUGEES FROM JOLO WHO WERE ALREADY IN 
ZAMBOANGA CITY, INCLUDING THOSE WHO FORESAW THE ATTACK AND 
WERE ABLE TO ESCAPE BEFOREHAND. OTHER REFUGEES FROM FIGHT 
ING HAVE PRESUMABLY FLED TO BASILAN AND OTHER NEARBY ISLANDS. 
INITIAL GOVT RELIEF EFFORTS INCLUDE SENDING FUNDS, NUTRIBUNS 
AND CLOTHING FOR REFUGEES IN ZAMBOANGA CITY. 

4. THERE HAS BEEN NO MENTION IN LOCAL PRESS OF RECENT 
FIGHTING IN JOLO. MANILA BUREAU OF ASSOCIATED PRESS HAS 
FILED NUMEROUS REPORTS WHICH CONTAIN FURTHER DETAILS OF 
SITUATION. 

5. COMMENT: IMPACT THAT REGEL ATTACK ON JOLO CITY MAY 
HAVE ON CONFUSED SULU POLITICAL SITUATION STILT. UNCLEAR. 

FIGHTING MAY POLARIZE PROBLEM ON THIS ISLAND EVEN FURTHER 
AND COULD FORCE CONSOLIDATION OF DISPUTING MUSLIM FACTIONS 
BEHIND MNLF. IF THIS OCCURS, IT WOULD LEAVE AFP INCREASINGLY 
ISOLATED AND WITH REDUCED LOCAL SUPPORT ON ISLAND. 

6. MUSLIM REBELS WILL PROBABLY BE QUICK TO BLAME THE 
BURNING OF JOLO CITY ON POLICIES OF PRESIDENT MARCOS, AND 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ADD FUEL TO CRITICISM 
OF GOP POLICY AT NEXT WEEK'S LAHORE CONFERENCE. MUSLIMS IN 
SULU AS WELL AS MINDANAO WILL HAVE INCREASED CAUSE TO 
BELIEVE THAT GOP DESIRES MILITARY SOLUTION TO MUSLIM INSURGENCY, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE FEW OF REPEATED GOVT PROMISES FOR INCREASED 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR MUSLIM AREAS HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED. 
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7. IN NEAR TERM, IMMEDIATE CONCERN IS THAT FIGHTING MAY 
FLARE UP IN OTHER TROUBLED AREAS OF SOUTH. MAJOR TROUBLE 
SPOTS MAY BE ZAMBOANGA CITY, WHERE OVERFLOW OF EMBITTERED 
REFUGEES IS PRESENT, OR IN COTABATO AREA, WHERE SEVERAL 
THOUSAND REBELS MAY BE TEMPTED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CONCEN¬ 
TRATION OF AFP FORCESLING JOLO TO LAUNCH NEW ATTACKS. 

8. THE POLICY OF ATTRACTION WHICH HAD BEEN FOLLOWED FOR 
PAST FIVE MONTHS BY SOWESCOM HEAD ADMIRAL ESPALDON WOULD 
ALSO APPEAR TO BE MAJOR CASUALTY OF RENEWED FIGHTING. 

ALTHOUGH IT IS BELIEVED ESPALDON OPPOSED AFP OPERATION 

ON JOLO, HE WAS APPARENTLY OVERRULED BY MANILA. HE WILL 
PROBABLY BE RETAINED WITH SOWESCOM BUT CREDIBILITY OF HIS 
POLICY OF ATTRACTION WILL SUFFER AS RESULT RECENT EVENTS. 
SULLIVAN 
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